The first nine years of \u27accounting history\u27 : 1996 to 2004 by Williams, Brian & Wines, Graeme
Deakin Research Online 
Deakin University’s institutional research repository 
DDeakin Research Online  
Research Online  
This is the published version (version of record) of: 
 
Williams, Brian and Wines, Graeme 2005, The first nine years of 'accounting history' : 1996 
to 2004, in Fourth Accounting History International Conference, University of Minho, 
Braga, Portugal, pp. 1-32. 
 
Available from Deakin Research Online: 
http://hdl.handle.net/10536/DRO/DU:30005615 
 
 
Every reasonable effort has been made to ensure that permission has been obtained for items 
included in DRO. If you believe that your rights have been infringed by this repository, 
please contact drosupp@deakin.edu.au                    
 
 
Copyright : 2005, University of Minho  
The fourth Accounting History International Conference 
7-9 September 2005 
Braga, Portugal 
The first nine years of' Accounting History': 1996 to 2004 
Brian Williams and Graeme Wines 
Deakin University 
Corresponding Authors: 
Brian Williams and Graeme Wines 
School of Accounting, Economics and Finance 
Deakin University 
PO Box 423 
W ARRNAMBOOL VIC 3280 
AUSTRALIA 
Ph: +61 3 55633230 
Fax: +61 3 55633320 
Email: winesg@deakin.edu.au 
brianw@deakin.edu.au 
2 
The first nine years of 'Accounting History': 1996 to 2004 
Abstract 
This paper adds to the prior literature examining publishing patterns in the 
accounting history discipline by undertaking a content analysis of publications in the 
first nine years of the new series of the journal Accounting History. The paper 
commences by providing an historical background to the introduction of the new 
series of the journal and the journal's editorial team. This is followed by an 
authorship analysis of the journal's research publications. This analysis examines 
patterns of authorship (single and multi-authored papers), the journal's most 
published authors, institutional and geographical affiliations of authors (including 
international collaboration and changes over the nine year period) and author 
gender. 
Introduction 
Accounting history researchers have been relatively well served by recent journal 
developments. In addition to the more mainstream academic journals that have taken 
an interest in publishing articles with an accounting history theme, l there are a 
number of specialist international refereed journals that have emerged over the past 
three or so decades. These include the Accounting Historians Journal (AHJ, first issue 
1974), Accounting, Business & Financial History (ABFH, first issue 1990), and, since 
1996, the new series of Accounting History. These journals have become central to 
the publication aspirations of accounting history academics and play an important role 
in documenting and making public their research findings. The existence of these 
specialised journals is a key sign of the increasing maturity of accounting history as 
an influential field of enquiry (Carnegie et al., 2003). 
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The presence of specialist journals is central in establishing and reinforcing the 
legitimacy of accounting history research. Accounting history is recognised as a 
"growing and influential field of study" (Carnegie and Potter, 2000b, p.178), yet there 
has been a "dearth of analysis of the content of leading journals in the discipline" 
(Anderson, 2002, p.2). 
Two studies that have examined the content of individual specialist accounting history 
journals are Carnegie and Potter (2000b) and Anderson (2002). The former analysed 
publications in the three specialist accounting history journals (ABFH, AHJ and 
Accounting History) over the four years 1996 to 1999, while the latter examined the 
first ten volumes of ABFH over the period 1990 to 2000.2 The purpose of the present 
paper is to analyse publications in the first nine years of the new series of the journal 
Accounting History. Such a content analysis highlights accounting history research 
developments by focussing on various aspects of the publications in one of the 
specialist accounting history journals. In so doing, it adds to prior research that has 
examined publishing patterns in the accounting history arena. 
The paper is organised as follows. The next section provides an historical background 
to the new series of Accounting History, followed by an examination of the journal's 
editorial team and editorial board. An overview of the various publication categories 
within the journal is then provided, followed by four sections comprising an 
authorship analysis of the journal's research contributions. This analysis examines 
patterns of authorship (single and multi-authored papers), the journal's most 
published authors, institutional and geographical affiliations of authors (including 
international collaboration and changes over the nine year period) and author gender 
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(again including changes over the nine years). A summary and conclusions section 
completes the paper. 
History of the journal 
The first issue of the new series of Accounting History was published in May 1996. 
The genesis for the journal can be traced to the Accounting History Special Interest 
Group (AHSIG) of the Accounting Association of Australia and New Zealand 
(AAANZ).3 Carnegie (1994) and Carnegie and Wolnizer (1996) provide a summary 
of the developments leading to the early publications of the AHSIG. 
A leading proponent for the development of an accounting history publication under 
the auspices of the AHSIG was Dr Robert (Bob) Gibson of Deakin University. Bob 
Gibson had been a regular attendee at informal meetings of AAANZ members with an 
interest in accounting history since 1973 (Golberg, 1987, p.207). Barrie O'Keeffe of 
the then Riverina College of Advanced Education4 proposed a newsletter to aid the 
AHSIG in promoting accounting history research, resulting in the pUblication of the 
first issue of Accounting History Newsletter in winter 1980 under the joint editorship 
of o 'Keeffe and Gibson. Sixteen further issues of the newsletter were published in the 
period up to summer 1988-89.5 
Progress toward a more fonnaljournal format occurred at the AHSIG meeting. held in 
conjunction with the 1988 AAANZ annual conference.6 The decision to adopt the 
new title Accounting History for the special interest group's official publication was 
taken at this meeting. Bob Gibson was appointed editor and Garry Carnegie, also of 
Deakin University, became assistant editor. Eleven issues of Accounting History were 
published under this editorial team in the period 1989 to 1994.7 The final issue of the 
original series of the journal was Vo1.6, No.2. 
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New Series editorial team 
With a major update in format to that commensurate with an internationally 
recognised referred academic journal, the first issue of the new series of Accounting 
History was published in May 1996. The new series (NS) designation was adopted 
and numbering commenced with NS Yol.1 No.1.8 
Professor Garry Carnegie became editor of the new series and Professor Terry 
Heazlewood of Charles Sturt University became assistant editor. 9 The final issue of 
the original series of the journal had an editorial advisory board, excluding the editor 
and assistant editor, numbering five. Reflecting the major nature of the journal's 
relaunch and repositioning as an international refereed journal, this was substantially 
increased to twenty for Accounting History's new series. Further, while the original 
editorial board compdsed four Australian members and one member from New 
Zealand, the new series' editorial board comprised a far wider international 
representation. In the first editorial in the new series, Carnegie (1996, p.5) emphasised 
that "[n]ow relying on the input of an Editorial Board comprising leading 
international accounting history scholars, Accounting History moves into a new and 
exciting phase of publication." 
The editorial team, on inception of the new series of Accounting History, comprised 
an editor, assistant editor, book review editor and, as noted above, an editorial board 
of20 members. The names of the members of the latter, at inception, are presented in 
Appendix 1. The composition of the editorial team in 2004, representing the journal's 
ninth volume, was similar except for an increase in the size of the editorial board to 
22 and the addition of an editorial advisory panel of four.lo Three members of the 
original 1996 editorial board members were no longer acting in that capacity in 2004, 
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although one had moved to the editorial advisory panel. There were five new 
members on the 2004 editorial board who had not been in that position in 1996. 
Professor Garry Carnegie has remained as editor for the period 1996 to 2004 and 
continues in this position. Professor Terry Heazlewood was assistant editor for the 
period from inception of the new series until 2003. Dr Brian West from the University 
of Ballarat became the assistant editor from Volume 8. Professor Terry Heazlewood 
became book review editor from 2004. This task had been undertaken by Professor 
Michael Scorgie from Latrobe University for the first three volumes of the new series, 
with book reviews not being published during the period 1999 to 2003 as a matter of 
editorial policy. 
Accounting History moved from two issues per annum (1996 to 2003) to three issues 
per annum from 2004. Two special editions of the journal have been published, the 
first on Accounting, Regulation and the Law (1998, NS Vol.3, No.1) and the second 
on Accounting in Crisis (2000, NS Vo1.5, No.2). Guest editors for these special issues 
were, respectively, Professor Christopher Napier of the University of Southampton 
and Professor Stephen Walker of the University of Edinburgh. Each of the special 
editions comprised five papers. 
The pUblication of academic journals requires a not inconsiderable funding 
commitment, particularly in the early establishment years. Sponsorship support was 
provided for the first eight volumes of the new series by Deakin University, with 
Melbourne University Private taking over from Volume 9 in 2004. Of course, while 
sponsorship is important, the on-going support of the members of the AHSIG and 
subscribers to the journal has also been necessary for the development of Accounting 
History into an international refereed journal. 
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The journal's co~tent categories 
The various categories of the journal's contents, and related frequencies, for the first 
nine years of the new series are listed by year in Table 1. The main research content 
of the journal is contained in the various articles, notes and comments. An increasing 
trend in the number of articles can be seen over the nine years of the journal, 
especially from Volume 7 in 2002 and with the move to three, rather than two, issues 
per year from Volume 9. 
[Insert Table 1 about here} 
The major journal content in addition to the main research subject-matter is 
represented by tributes/vales, conference reports, book reviews and accounting history 
paper summaries. 
The three tributes/vales were for prominent personnel in the accounting and 
accounting history field, being Professors Louis Goldberg (1997, contributed by 
Professor Garry Carnegie), Professor Ray Chambers (1999, contributor/s not 
recorded) and Professor Russell Mathews (200 I, contributed by Professor Scott 
Henderson). 
Three of the four conference reports in the journal reported on the Accounting History 
International Coriferences (AHICs) convened by Accounting History itself. These 
were the first AHIC held in Melbourne, Australia (4-6 August 1999), the second held 
in Osaka, Japan (8-10 August 2001) and the third held in Siena, Italy (17-19 
September 2003). A further conference report was published on the 9th World 
Congress of Accounting Historians held in Melbourne in 2002 (30 July-2 August). 
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Table 1 reveals that 18 book reviews were published in the first nine volumes of the 
journal. Also, generally in the first edition of every volume, 11 a 'publication listing' of 
papers in the accounting history field published in various journals in the prior year 
has been presented. Compiled by Professor Keith Hooper for the first two years and 
Peter Foreman thereafter, these have represented an invaluable resource for the 
journal's readers for literature review purposes. The number of accounting history 
papers referenced in the nine publication listings for the period 1996 to 2004 total a 
not inconsiderable 493. In addition, the listings included references to 112 book 
reviews of relevance to the accounting history field published in other journals. 
Table 1 reveals that there have been 90 main research publications in the first nine 
volumes of Accounting History, comprising 86 research articles, two research notes 
and two comments. Various aspects of the 90 research publications are examined in 
the following sections. 
Authorship analysis of contributions 
The purpose in this section is to undertake an authorship analysis of the first nine 
volumes of the new series of Accounting History. This will be undertaken under the 
following headings: 
• Patterns of authorship; 
• The journal's most published authors; 
• Institutional affiliation of authors: 
• Geographical affiliation of authors: 
• Geographical regions; 
• International collaboration; 
• Changes in author geographical affiliations; and 
• Author gender analysis. 
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Patterns of authorship 
Of the 90 research items published in the nine volumes of the journal, Table 2 shows 
that the majority (51, or 56.7%) were single-authored. Twenty-eight (31.1 %) had two 
authors while the remaining II (12.2%) had three.12 Hence, in total and not adjusting 
for authors with multiple publications, there were 140 authors of the 90 research items 
published in the first nine years of the new series ofthe journal. 
[Insert Table 2 about here] 
The proportion of single-authored papers can be compared with those reported in 
Carnegie and Potter (2000b) and Anderson (2002). For the first ten volumes of ABFH, 
Anderson (2002, p.11) reported that 73.5 per cent of articles were single-authored, 
considerably higher than the 56.7 per cent identified earlier for Accounting History. 
However, the single-authorship proportion is almost identical to the 57.4 per cent for 
AHJ for the period 1996 to 1999 reported in Carnegie and Potter (2000b, p.186). 
Examination of Table 2 indicates a slight change in the publishing pattern between the 
first five years (10 issues) of the journal (Vols I to 5, 1996 to 2000) and the second 
four year period (9 issues, Vols 6 to 9, 2001 to 2004). While 58.7 per cent and 34.8 
per cent of the research items in the first five year period were single and dual 
authored respectively, this decreased slightly to 54.5 per cent and 27.3 per cent in the 
latter four years. Conversely, the proportion of items with three authors increased 
from 6.5 per cent in the first five years to 18.2 per cent in the period 2001 to 2004, 
with at least two triple-authored papers in each of the latest three volumes of the 
journal (2002 to 2004). This trend is not surprising, given that greater demands on 
academics mean it is more difficult for individuals to research alone. Also, there is 
greater encouragement by universities for collaboration, particularly between senior 
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and junior members of staff, and a trend towards more cross-regional collaboration as 
those with similar interests in different regions combine their knowledge. 
The journal's most published authors 
As noted above, the 90 main research items published in the first nine years of the 
new series of the journal have involved 140 authors. Of these, 22 authors have had 
multiple publications. Taking these into account, there were 105 individuals in total 
who authored the 90 research items. A summary of all authors with multiple 
publications in the journal is presented in Table 3. 
[Insert Table 3 about here] 
Indicating the journal's most published authors, the fifth column of Table 3 shows 
that one author, Thomas Tyson, was an author of six articles and that Richard 
Fleischman was an author of five. A further six writers were authors of three articles 
each and a further 14 of two articles each. 
Weighting of these multiple publications, as shown in column six of Table 3, reveals 
Geoff Burrows and Josephine Maltby with the highest number of weighted 
publications with three weighted articles each, represented by three single authored 
articles in both cases. Richard Fleischman and Thomas Tyson appear next in the 
rankings with 2.67 weighted articles each, followed by Bradley Potter with 2.5 
weighted articles. 
It is pertinent to highlight that three of the Accounting History authors with multiple 
publications have been recipients of the journal's manuscript award, awarded 
annually to the article that "makes the most significant contribution to the accounting 
history literature." Recipients ofthe award for the first nine volumes ofthe journal are 
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listed in Appendix 2. The three authors with multiple publications who have received 
the award, Stephen Walker, Robert Williams and Josephine Maltby, received their 
awards for papers in the first, second and third volumes of the journal respectively. 
Given that five of the awards as presented to date did not involve authors with 
multiple publications in the journal, this highlights that quality papers have been 
contributed by, and the awards have been shared between, a wide rather than narrow 
group of authors. It is also of interest to highlight that it is the members of the AHSIG 
of AF AANZ, principally located in Australia and New Zealand, who vote for the 
annual manuscript award. However, only one winner has been from Australia and 
none from New Zealand, with most winners being from UK institutions. I3 
Institutional affiliation of authors 
As noted earlier, the raw number of authors contributing to Accounting History was 
140. Adjusting for authors with multiple contributions, the number of individual 
authors totalled 105. These authors represented 76 individual institutions, being 73 
universities, one accounting firm, one law firm and one consultancy firm. 
The author institutional affiliations for universities represented by at least one 
weighted article in the nine volumes of the journal are presented in Table 4. 
[Insert Table 4 about here] 
Geographical affiliation of authors 
Geographical regions 
A summary of the geographical affiliations of Accounting History authors are shown 
in Table 5. This summary shows that, over the nine year period, authors have been 
affiliated with twelve regional areas in total. 
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[Insert Table 5 about here] 
Perhaps not unexpectedly, publications are dominated by authors from Australia, the 
United States of America and the United Kingdom, with authorships (not adjusted for 
multiple authorships) of 27.1 per cent, 25.0 per cent and 22.9 per cent of the total 
authors respectively. New Zealand, Spain and Canada, with 7.2 per cent, 6.5 per cent 
and 5.0 per cent of the total authors respectively, were ranked in fourth to sixth places 
in terms of author geographical affiliation. The above figures indicate that exactly 
three~quarters of the authors were affiliated with the top three geographical areas and 
93.7 per cent with the top six. 
Referring back to Table 3, it can be seen that authors with multiple publications came 
from five regions; Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom, the· United States of 
America and New Zealand. Columns four and five of Table 5 adjust the geographical 
affiliation information for these multiple authorships. This analysis again highlights 
the dominance of the six geographical areas in terms of authorship, with 72.3 per cent 
of individual authors affiliated with the same top three regions and 91.3 per cent with 
the same top six. 
This analysis also highlights that the United Kingdom, which was ranked third in 
terms of the raw number of authors, is ranked first (albeit by a slim margin of one 
author) when adjusted for multiple publications. The only other change in the 
. rankings is for New Zealand and Spain, which moved from rankings of fourth and 
fifth respectively on the basis of raw publications to fifth and fourth when adjusted for 
multiple publications. 
While care needs to be taken given the different time periods studies, the geographical 
regions of contributors to Accounting History can be compared with those reported in 
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Carnegie and Potter (2000b) and Anderson (2002). Those studies reported, for ABFH 
and AHJ, similar geographical affiliations to those identified for Accounting History 
for the three most frequently appearing contributors, these being the United Kingdom, 
the United States and Australia. Consistent with the patter for contributions to 
Accounting History, the next four regions with high contribution rates were France, 
Spain, Canada and New Zealand, with a major difference being a higher contribution 
rate from French authors in ABFH but a lower one for AHJ.14 
Other regions/countries from which authors contributed to ABFH and AHJbut not to 
Accounting History were Africa, Asia, Germany, Greece, Japan, South Africa, 
Switzerland and the West Indies. However, it should be noted that contributions from 
these regions represented only a low percentage of total contributions.15 
A certain but hardly dominant Australian and New Zealand "home base" influence 
can be detected from author geographical affiliations, with the contributions from 
authors in these countries being over twice as high as that for ABFH reported by 
Anderson (2002) and the non-Accounting History articles reported in Carnegie and 
Potter (2002b). 
International collaboration 
It is of interest in any discipline to be aware ofthe extent of international cooperation 
taking place. One aspect of this is the extent to which accounting history publications 
with multiple authors involve academics located in different regions. As already noted 
(refer table 2), and of the 90 research publications in the first nine years of the new 
series of Accounting History, 28 were written by two authors and 11 involved three 
authors. Of these 39 multi-authored publications, eight individual articles (20.5%) 
involved authors from different regions. 
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There has been a difference in this respect in the proportions between the articles with 
two authors and those with three. Of the 28 dual-author articles, three (10.7%) 
involved authors from different countries. These three involved authors from 
a) Canada and the United Kingdom (Vol.3), b) Australia and the United States 
(Vol.3), and c) New Zealand and the Netherlands (Vo1.8). 
Of the 11 triple-author articles, five (45.5%) involved authors from different regions, 
a higher proportion than for the dual-authored articles. These five involved authors 
from a) Spain and the United Kingdom (Vol.5), b) New Zealand and the United States 
(Vol. 7), c) the United States and the United Kingdom (Vo1.9), d) Australia and the 
Republic of Ireland (Vo1.9) and e) Australia and Portugal (Vo1.9). Of the remaining 
six triple-authored articles where the individual authors were from the same region, 
four were written by academics from the United States and two by academics from 
the United Kingdom. 16 
In summary, three of the articles involving international collaboration were published 
in the first five years of the journal's new series and five in the latest four years. This 
is again a reflection of a general development and maturing of accounting history as 
an academic discipline. It could also be that the AHIC series of conferences, 
commencing in 1999, have had a positive impact in this respect. 
Changes in author geographical affiliations 
To ascertain any change in the geographical affiliation of authors over the nine year 
period, Table 6 dissects the geographical information into two sub-periods; the first 
five years (Vots 1 to 5) and the second four years (Vols 6 to 9). 
[Insert Table 6 about here] 
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Examination of Table 6 indicates a difference in the number of geographical regions 
represented in the two sub-periods. Authors from seven geographical regions were 
represented in the first five year sub-period (10 issues), while this increased to 11 in 
the seeond four years (9 issues). This represents a healthy trend in accounting history 
research, and can be construed as indicating a greater acceptance and penetration of 
Accounting History as an internationally recognised academic journal. 
Of the six geographical regions with greater than one author in the first sub-period, 
the percentage of authors from Australia, the United Kingdom and Canada decreased 
in the second sub-period when compared to the first. While these three regions 
represented 73.5 per cent of authorships for the first sub-period, this percentage 
almost halved to 37.5 per cent in the second period. 
Conversely, the number of authors from each of the United States, New Zealand and 
Spain at least doubled in the second sub-period. These three countries represented 
25.0 per cent of authorships for 1996 to 2000, with this increasing to 51.3 per cent for 
the 2001 to 2004 years. 
Reflecting the entry of academics from additional countries, France, Portugal and the 
Republic of Ireland had two authors each in the second sub-period in comparison to 
none in the first period. Likewise, Italy and the Netherlands had one author each in 
the second sub-period from a base of none in the earlier period. The eight authors 
from these five countries represented 11.1 per cent of the second sub-period's 72 
authors. 
The only region not represented in the second sub-period after appearing with one 
author in the first period was Belgium. 
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Author gender analysis 
The aim in this sub-section is to conduct a gender analysis of the authors contributing 
to the first nine volumes of Accounting History. Panel A of Table 7 shows that, of the 
140 authors (raw number) over the nine year period, 110 (78.6%) were male and 30 
(21.4%) female. 
[Insert Table 7 about here] 
Of the 51 single-authored publications, 41 authors (80.4%) were male and 10 (19.6%) 
female. For the 56 dual-authored papers, 45 authors were male (again, coincidentally, 
80.4%) and 11 (19.6%) female. Of the 33 papers with three authors, 24 (72.7%) were 
male and nine (27.3%) female. Henc~, female authors had a slightly higher 
participation rate, compared to males, in triple-authored publications rather than in 
single and dual-authored ones. 
Table 3 revealed that some females had multiple publications in the journal, with four 
being authors on nine papers in total. Adjusting for these multiple publications, and as 
presented in Panel B of Table 7, 25 individual females published in Accounting 
History over the nine year .period. The difference in the Panel A and Panel B figures 
indicates that the female authors with multiple pUblications tended to be sole authors, 
with three of the four (Josephine Maltby, Cheryl McWatters and Marianne Pitts) 
having only single-author publications. The other female author with multiple 
publications, Kate Kearins, was an author on two dual-authored papers. 
Panel C of Table 7 divides author gender by sub-period. This reveals that there has 
been an increase in the proportion of female authors from 17.6 per cent in the first 
sub-period (1996 to 2000) to 25 per cent in the second period (2001 to 2004). To 
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further examine this gender pattern of publications, Table 8 divides the single, dual 
and triple-authored papers by gender between the earlier and later sub-periods. 
[Insert Table 8 about here] 
It was noted earlier that, of the 51 single-authored papers over the nine year period, 41 
(80.4%) authors were male and 10 (19.6%) were female. Panel A of Table 8 shows 
that the participation of females in single-authored papers has decreased from the first 
to the second sub-period. While 25.9% of authors in the first sub-period were female, 
this proportion fell to 12.5% in the second sub-period. 
By comparison, the participation rate of females was higher in the second sub-period 
in comparison to the first for papers with multiple (two and three) authors. Of the 56 
dual-authored papers over the nine year period, 45 (80.4%) authors were male and 11 
(19.6%) were female. Examination of Panel B of Table 8 reveals that females 
comprised 9.4 per cent of the authors in the first sub-period, with this increasing to 
33.3 per cent in the second period. 
Of the 33 triple-authored articles over the nine year period, 24 (72.7%) authors were 
male and 9 (27.3%) were female. Showing a similar increasing trend to that for papers 
with two authors, females comprised 22.2 per cent of authors in the first sub-period, 
this increasing to 29.2 per cent in the second period. 
Further details on gender analysis are presented in Table 9. Panel A dissects the dual-
authored papers by year, gender and first and second named author. Panel B provides 
a similar dissection oftriple-authored papers by first, second and third named authors. 
[Insert Table 8 about here] 
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Using the data presented in Carnegie et al. (2003), the proportion of females 
contributing to Accounting History can be compared with the equivalent proportions 
for AHJ and ABFH. Carnegie et al. (2003) examined publications in the three 
specialist refereed accounting history journals for the period from their inception until 
the end of the year 2000. Hence, a common period for all three journals is 1996 to 
2000. The unit of analysis in Carnegie et al. (2003) was the individual article and, for 
the period 1996 to 2000, females were authors on 8.67 per cent of the articles 
published in Accounting History. By comparison, the equivalent female publication 
percentages were 18.1 per cent for AHJ and 17.9 per cent for ABFH. Hence, the 
proportion of female authors was lower for Accounting History than for the other two 
specialist journals over the five year period. However, due to the considerably higher 
participation by female authors to Accounting History in the period 2001 to 2004, the 
weighted percentage of articles authored by females increased to 18.5 per cent for the 
entire period 1996 to 2004. 
Summary and conclusions 
This paper has analysed various aspects ofthe first nine years ofthe new series of the 
journal Accounting History, adding to prior research that has examined publishing 
patterns in the accounting history discipline. 
The first issue of the new series of Accounting History was published in May 1996. 
It's origin can be found in the Accounting History Newsletter (first published 1980) of 
the Accounting History Special Interest Group (AHSIG) of the Accounting 
Association of Australia and New Zealand (AAANZ, now AF AANZ). 
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The majority of the 90 research publications in the first nine volumes of Accounting 
History (56.7%) were contributed by single authors, although there was some 
increasing trend over the period in triple-authored publications. 
Contributing authors have been affiliated with 12 regions over the nine year period, 
with the number of regions increasing over the period (seven in the first five year sub-
period compared to 11 in the second four years). The three highest rankings for the 
geographical affiliations of authors were Australia, the United States and the United 
Kingdom. There was some change in the distribution of geographical affiliations in 
the latest four volumes of the journal, with an increase in contributions from USA 
based authors and a decrease from those authors located in Australia and the UK. 
There was not a great deal of international collaboration in the Accounting History 
research publications, with only eight of the 39 multi-authored papers being 
contributed by authors from different regions. However, there was a trend over the 
nine years toward an increasing rate of international collaboration, with five of those 
eight papers being published in the latest three volumes and three ofthose in the latest 
(ninth) volume. This does highlight the possibility for increased international 
cooperation between academics in the future. 
A gender analysis of contributing authors indicated that the majority of authors 
(78.6%) were male. However, there was an increase in the proportion of female 
authors over the nine years, mainly driven by dual and triple-authored publications. 
The analysis in this paper indicates that Accounting History has gained recognition as 
an international, refereed journal. Evidencing this, the journal was recognised by 
ANBAR Electronic Intelligence with their Golden Page Award in 2000,17 an 
admirable achievement given that the first volume of the new series appeared only 
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four years earlier in 1996. While the Accounting Historians Journal was the only 
specialist accounting history journal in the 1970s and 1980s, the new series of 
Accounting History joins Accounting, Business & Financial History as the two 
specialist journals that commenced publication in the 1990s. In addition to the new 
specialist journal to be launched from Spain, this augurs well for the future of 
accounting history research and for accounting history researchers. 
21 
Appendix 1: 
Editorial Board on inception of the new series of Accounting History (1996): 
Name Institution 
Richard P. Brief New York University 
John R. Edwards Cardiff Business School 
Richard K. Fleischman John Carroll University 
Tonya K. Flesher University of Mississippi 
Michael J.R. Gaffikin University ofWollongong 
Keith C. Hooper University ofWaikato 
Anne Loft Copenhagen Business School 
Cheryl S. McWatters McGill University 
Christopher J. Napier University of Southampton 
Marc Nikitin Universite de Tours 
Hiroshi Okano Osaka City University 
Lee D. Parker Flinders University of South Australia 
Robert H. Parker University of Exeter 
Christopher Poullaos University of New South Wales 
Gary J. Previts Case Western Reserve University 
Michael E. Scorgie Latrobe University 
Thomas Tyson St. John Fisher College 
Stephen P. Walker University of Edinburgh 
Murray C. Wells University of Sydney 
Peter W. Wolnizer Deakin University 
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Appendix 2: 
Accounting History Manuscript Awards: 
Vol. Year Author(s) Paper Title 
1 1996 Stephen P. Walker The criminal upperworld and the emergence 
University of Edinburgh. of a disciplinary code in the early 
chartered accountancy profession. 
2 1997 Robert Williams Inscribing the workers: an experiment in 
University of Wollongong. factory discipline or the inculcation of 
manners? A case in context. 
3 1998 Josephine Maltby UK joint stock companies legislation 1844-
Sheffield University Management 1900: accounting publicity and 
School. "mercantile caution". 
4 1999 Chris Pong Jurisdictional contests between accountants 
University of Edinburgh. and lawyers: the case of off-balance sheet 
finance 1985-1990. 
5 2000 David Gwilliam, Richard Principals and agents in conflict: reforms of 
Macve and Geoffrey Meeks accounting and audit at Lloyd's 1982-
University of Wales, Aberystwyth, 1986. 
London School of Economics, 
Cambridge University. 
6 2001 Christopher Napier Accounting history and accounting 
University of Southampton. progress. 
7 2002 Yannick Lemarchand The military origins of the French 
University de Nantes. management accounting model: a return 
to the mechanisms of accounting change. 
8 2003 Theresa Hammond History from accounting's margins: 
Boston College. international research on race and gender. 
9 2004 Richard K. Fleischman, David Monetising human life: slave valuations 
Oldroyd and Thoma N. tyson on US and British West Indian 
John Carroll University, University plantations 
of New cas tie Business School, St 
John Fisher College. 
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Table 1 
Content by year 
Vol. Year Articles Notes Comments Tributes/ Conf Book 
Vales Reports Reviews 
1 1996 8 4 
2 1997 8 1 1 1 9 
3 1998 9 3 
4 1999 8 1 1 1 
5 2000 9 1 
6 2001 9 1 1 
7 2002 11 1 
8 2003 10 1 
9 2004 14 2 
86 2 2 3 4 18 
90 research publications 43 other items 
Table 2 
Authorship 
Vol. Year 
1 1996 
2 1997 
3 1998 
4 1999 
5 2000 
Sub-total 
(J 996-2000) 
6 2001 
7 2002 
8 2003 
9 2004 
Sub-total 
(2001-2004) 
Grand-total 
(1996-2004) 
Number of authors per research item 
Single author Two authors Three authors 
3 4 1 
6 4 -
6 3 -
8 1 -
4 4 2 
27 (58.7%) 16 (34.8%) 3 (6.5%) 
7 2 -
8 1 2 
5 3 2 
4 6 4 
24 (54.5%) 12 (27.3%) 8 (18.2%) 
51 (56.7%) 28 (31.1%) 11 (12.2%) 
140 authors in total: (51 + (2 x 28) + (3 x 11)] 
(not ad.iusting for authors with multiple publications) 
24 
Accounting 
History 
Paper 
Summaries 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
9 
25 
Table 3 
Authors with multiple publications 
Author Country/ Single Two Three Total Weighted* Region author authors authors 
Burrows, GeoffH. Aust 3 - - 3 
Maltby, Josephine UK 3 - - 3 
Fleischman, Richard K. USA 1 2 2 5 
Tyson, Thomas N. USA - 4 2 6 
Potter, Bradley N. Aust 2 1 - 3 
Anderson, Ray, H. Aust 2 - - 2 
Funnell, Warwick Aust 2 - - 2 
McWatters, Cheryl S. Canada 2 - - 2 
Parker, Robert H. UK 2 - - 2 
Pitts, Marianne V. UK 2 - - 2 
Walker, Stephen P. UK 2 - - 2 
West, Brian P. Aust 2 - - 2 
Williams, Robert B. Aust 2 - - 2 
Carnegie, Garry D. Aust 1 1 - 2 
Foreman, Peter Aust 1 1 - 2 
Hooper, Keith C. NZ 2 1 - 3 
Scorgie, Michael E. Aust - 3 - 3 
Spraakman, Gary Canada 3 - 3 
Oldroyd, David UK 1 - 1 2 
Kearins, Kate NZ - 2 - 2 
Wootton, Charles W. USA - 1 1 2 
Craig, Russell Aust - - 2 2 
* Weighting achieved as follows: Single-authored articles receive a weighting of 1.0, dual-authored 
articles a weighting of 0.5, and articles with three authors a weighting of0.33. 
3.00 
3.00 
2.67 
2.67 
2.50 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
1.50 
1.50 
1.50 
1.50 
1.50 
1.33 
1.00 
0.83 
0.67 
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Table 4 
Institutional affiliation of authors 
Weighted 
University Country Articles 
Deakin University Australia 8.50 
University of Melbourne Australia 4.00 
University ofWollongong Australia 4.00 
Sheffield University Management School England 3.33 
John Carrol University USA 3.17 
LaTrobe University Australia 3.00 
University of Edinburgh Scotland 3.00 
University of Warwick England 3.00 
St. John Fisher College USA 2.67 
Auckland University Of Technology New Zealand 2.33 
McGill University Canada 2.00 
University Of Wales College of Cardiff Wales 2.00 
University of Ballarat Australia 2.00 
University of Exeter England 2.00 
Victoria University Australia 2.00 
York University Canada 2.00 
University of Newcastle Business School England 1.33 
Boston College USA 1.00 
Instituto de Empresa Spain 1.00 
Marist College USA 1.00 
North Michigan University USA 1.00 
Open University England 1.00 
Portland State University USA 1.00 
Rockhurst College USA 1.00 
Sothern Cross University Australia 1.00 
Universidad de Burgos Spain 1.00 
Universidad de Sevilla Spain 1.00 
Universite de Nantes France 1.00 
University of Adelaide Australia 1.00 
University of Auckland New Zealand 1.00 
University of Gent Belgium 1.00 
University of Kent at Canterbury England 1.00 
University of Murcia Spain 1.00 
University of Nevada USA 1.00 
University of Newcastle Australia 1.00 
University of Orleans France 1.00 
University of Paisley Scotland 1.00 
University of Palma Italy 1.00 
University of Southampton England 1.00 
University of the West of England England 1.00 
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Table 5 
Geographical affiliation of authors 
Raw number Adjusted for Country/ 
of authors multiple 
region authorshil!s 
No. % No. % 
Australia 38 27.1 25 23.8 
USA 35 25.0 25 23.8 
UK 32 22.9 26 24.7 
New Zealand 10 7.2 7 6.6 
. Spain 9 6.5 9 8.6 
Canada 7 5.0 4 3.8 
France 2 1.4 2 1.9 
Portugal 2 1.4 2 1.9 
Republic of Ireland 2 1.4 2 1.9 
Belgium 1 0.7 1 1.0 
Italy 1 0.7 1 1.0 
Netherlands 1 0.7 1 1.0 
Total 140 100.0 105 100.0 
Table 6 
Geographical affiliation of authors by sub-period 
Country/ 1996-2000 2001-2004 
region 
No. % No. % 
Australia 21 30.9 17 23.6 
USA 11 16.2 24 33.3 
UK 23 33.8 9 12.5 
New Zealand 3 4.4 7 9.7 
Spain 3 4.4 6 8.3 
Canada 6 8.8 1 1.4 
France - - 2 2.8 
Portugal - - 2 2.8 
Republic of Ireland - - 2 2.8 
Belgium 1 1.5 - -
Italy - - 1 1.4 
Netherlands - - 1 1.4 
Total 68 100.0 72 100.0 
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Table 7 
Summary of author gender 
Panel A: Raw number totals 
No. of authors Gender 
per publication Male Female Total 
Single author 41 10 51 
Two authors 45 11 56 
Three authors 24 9 33 
Total 110 30 140 
% 78.6% 21.4% 100.0% 
Panel B: Female authors-adjusted/or multiple authorships 
No. of authors Female 
on p_ublication authors % 
Single author 6 24.0 
Two authors 10 40.0 
Three authors 9 36.0 
Total 25 100.0 
Panel C: Author gender by sub-period 
Vol. Year Male Female Total 
1 1996 13 1 14 
2 1997 14 - 14 
3 1998 9 3 12 
4 1999 9 1 10 
5 2000 11 7 18 
Sub-total 
(1996-2000) 56 (82.4%) 12 (17.6%) 68 (100%) 
6 2001 9 2 11 
7 2002 12 4 16 
8 2003 12 5 17 
9 2004 21 7 28 
Sub-total 
(2001-2004) 54 (75.0%) 18 (25.0%) 72 (100%) 
Grand-total 
(1996-2004) 110 (78.6%) 30 (21.4%) 140 (100%) 
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Table 8 
Authorship by gender: Single, dual and triple-authored papers 
Panel A: Single authored items 
Vol. Year Male Female Total 
1 1996 3 - 3 
2 1997 6 - 6 
3 1998 3 3 6 
4 1999 7 1 8 
5 2000 1 3 4 
Sub-total 
(1996-2000) 20 (74.1%) 7 (25.9%) 27 (100%) 
6 2001 6 1 7 
7 2002 7 1 8 
8 2003 4 1 5 
9* 2004 4 - 4 
Sub-total 
(2001-2004) 21 (87.5%) 3 (12.5%) 24 (100%) 
Grand-total 
(1996-2004) 41 (80.4%) 10 (19.6%) 51 (100%) 
* 3 Issues (March, July & November) 
Panel B: Dual authored items 
Vol. Year Male Female Total 
1 1996 8 - 8 
2 1997 8 - 8 
3 1998 6 - 6 
4 1999 2 - 2 
5 2000 5 3 8 
Sub-total 
(1996-2000) 29 (90.6%) 3 (9.4%) 32 (100%) 
6 2001 3 1 4 
7 2002 2 - 2 
8 2003 3 3 6 
9 2004 8 4 12 
Sub-total 
(2001-2004) 16 (66.7%) 8 (33.3%) 24 (100%) 
Grand-total 
(1996-2004) 45 (80.4%) 11 (19.6%) 56 (100%) 
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Table 8 (cont.) 
Panel C: Triple authored items 
Vol. Year Male Female Total 
1 1996 2 1 3 
2 1997 - - -
3 1998 - - -
4 1999 - - -
5 2000 5 1 6 
Sub-total 
2 (22.2%) (1996-2000) 7 (77.8%) 9 (100%) 
6 2001 - - -
7 2002 3 3 6 
8 2003 5 1 6 
9 2004 9 3 12 
Sub-total 
(2001-2004) 17 (70.8%) 7 (29.2%) 24 (100%) 
Grand-total 
(1996-2004) 24 (72.7%) 9 (27.3%) 33 (100%) 
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Table 9 
Panel A: Dual-authored items 
1 st Named Author 2nd Named Author Total 
Vol. Year M F Total M F Total M F Total 
1 1996 4 - 4 4 - 4 7 1 8 
2 1997 4 
- 4 4 - 4 8 - 8 
3 1998 3 - 3 3 - 3 5 1 6 
4 1999 1 - 1 1 - 1 2 - 2 
5 2000 4 
- 4 1 3 4 5 3 8 
Sub-total: 
1996-2000 16 - 16 13 3 16 27 5 32 
6 2001 1 1 2 2 - 2 3 1 4 
7 2002 1 - 1 1 - 1 2 - 2 
8 2003 2 1 3 1 2 3 3 3 6 
9* 2004 4 2 6 4 2 6 8 4 12 
Sub-total: 
2001-2004 8 4 12 8 4 12 16 8 24 
Grand total 24 4 28 21 7 28 45 11 56 
% 85.7 14.3 100.0 75.0 25.0 100.0 80.4 19.6 100.0 
Panel B: Triple-authored items 
1 st Named Author 2nd Named Author 3rd Named Author Total 
Vol. Year M F Total M F Total M F Total M F Total 
1 1996 1 - 1 - 1 1 1 - 1 2 1 3 
2 1997 
- - - - - - - - - - - -
3 1998 - - - - - - - - - - - -
4 1999 - - - - - - - - - - - -
5 2000 2 - 2 2 - 2 1 1 2 5 1 6 
Sub-total 
1996-2000 3 - 3 2 1 3 2 1 3 7 2 9 
6 2001 - - - - - - - - - - - -
7 2002 1 1 2 
-
2 2 2 
-
2 3 3 6 
8 2003 2 - 2 2 - 2 1 1 2 5 1 6 
9* 2004 3 1 4 3 1 4 3 1 4 9 3 12 
Sub-total: 
2001-2004 6 2 8 5 3 8 6 2 8 17 7 24 
Grand total 9 2 11 7 4 11 8 3 11 24 9 33 
% 81.8 18.2 100.0 63.6 36.4 100.0 72.7 27.3 100.0 72.7 27.3 100.0 
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Notes 
1. Examples of journals that have published a large number of papers in the 
accounting history arena include: Abacus; Accounting, Auditing & Accountability 
Journal; Accounting and Business Research; British Accounting Review; 
Accounting, Organizations and Society; and Critical Perspectives on Accounting. 
2. The first ten volumes of ABFH were published over the 11 year period 1990 to 
2000 as the first volume spanned both 1990 and 1991. Each subsequent volume 
comprised one calendar year. 
3. This organisation has since been renamed the Accounting and Finance 
Association of Australia and New Zealand (AFAANZ). 
4. Riverina College of Advanced Education, located at Wagga Wagga in New South 
Wales, was subsequently incorporated into Charles Sturt University. 
5. See Gibson (1990) for a summary of the scope and objectives of Accounting 
History Newsletter. 
6. This conference was held at the Australian National University in Canberra. 
7. Bob Gibson retired from Deakin University on 31 March 1993. 
8. The NS designation was dropped commencing from Vo1.9 No.1 in 2004. 
9. In becoming assistant editor, Terry Heazlewood was the only member of the 
editorial board of the original series of the journal to continue in this capacity 
with the new series. 
10. The four members of the editorial advisory panel, Professors Anthony Hopwood, 
Lee Parker, Peter Walton and Stephen Zeff, were appointed during 1997 and were 
first named in this role in the November 1997 issue. 
11. The exception being that published in 1998 (Vo1.3, No.2). 
12. There were no publications with greater than three authors. 
13. Of the 13 individuals authoring the nine award-winning papers, eight (61.5 per 
cent) were from UK universities and three (23.1 per cent) from US universities. 
There were also two individual winners, contributing single authored papers, from 
French and Australian universities. _ 
14. No French authors contributed to AHJ in the period 1996 to 1999 (Carnegie and 
Potter, 2000b, p.184). 
15. Contributions from these regions represented only five per cent of the 
contributions published in ABFH in its first 10 volumes (Anderson, 2002) and 
only 4.3 per cent of the contributions published in AHJ in the period 1996 to 1999 
(Carnegie and Potter, 2000b). 
16. Although it should be noted that one of the two UK-authored articles was jointly 
written by academics from England and Wales. 
17. ANBAR Electronic Intelligence is a publishing division of MCB University 
Press. The journal received the Golden Page Award Winner 2000, and this was 
presented to Garry Carnegie, editor of Accounting History, for Best Research 
Implications in the area of Accounting and Finance. 
